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Every strong neighborhood 
grows because people choose to 
become good neighbors. Learning 
the history of a place, building 
relationships, and investing in the 
people around us helps strengthen 
the village for everyone. 

We hope VillageFest becomes a 
tradition that brings generations 
together, welcomes new neighbors, 
celebrates our shared history, and 
inspires more people to join the 
work of strengthening Asheville’s 
legacy neighborhoods. 

Save the dates, invite your fam-
ily, bring a neighbor, and join us 
on August 28 and 29, 2026. 

Many neighborhoods. 
One village. 
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The Legacy Neighborhoods 
Coalition (LNC) knows better than 
anyone the power of community 
and the stories that live on our 
front porches, around our dinner 
tables, and throughout our neigh-
borhoods. 

They are stories of families 
who built lives here. Of neighbors 
who looked after one another. Of 
churches, schools, businesses, and 
community centers that became 
the heart of generations. They are 
stories of resilience, celebration, 
sacrifice, and joy. They are the 
stories that shaped Asheville long 
before many of us arrived, and they 
continue to shape the city today. 

This August, LNC is inviting the 
broader community to experience 
those stories through the inau-
gural VillageFest, a free two-day 
celebration on August 28 and 29 at 
Memorial Stadium, 32 Buchanan 
Place in Asheville. 

The LNC VillageFest is a cel-
ebration of Asheville’s legacy 
neighborhoods and the people who 
have called them home. It is an 
opportunity to honor the genera-
tions who built Burton Street, East 
End/Valley Street, Emma, Shiloh, 
and Southside while celebrating 
the neighbors who continue build-
ing their future today. 

The festival reflects the work 
LNC has been doing since 2019. 
Every meeting, every conversation, 
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every neighborhood gathering, and 
every policy discussion has been 
rooted in the belief that communi-
ties become stronger when people 
know one another, understand 
the history of the places they call 
home, and work together to shape 
what comes next. 

VillageFest is one way to bring 
that work into the broader com-
munity. 

Throughout the weekend, fami-
lies will enjoy local music, food, 
art, storytelling, games, and cul-
tural experiences that highlight 
the rich history and traditions 
of Asheville’s legacy neighbor-
hoods. Residents will also have an 
opportunity to meet neighborhood 
leaders, learn about the work hap-
pening throughout the year, and 
discover ways to become involved. 

The festival is also an invitation 
to the next generation. 

For many families, these neigh-
borhoods hold generations of 
memories. Parents, grandparents, 
and great-grandparents helped 
build communities whose influence 
can still be felt across Asheville 
today. VillageFest creates space for 
those stories to be shared so that 
young people can understand the 
legacy they have inherited and the 
one they are now helping to build. 

It is also an invitation to those 
who are newer to Asheville. 

����������������������������������������
��������
�����������
������
�����������	������������������	������
��������
����
�����������������������������������

������������������

VillageFest
August 28 & 29
Enjoy local music, food, 
art, storytelling, games, 
and cultural experiences 
that highlight the rich 
history and traditions 
of Asheville’s legacy 
neighborhoods. This 
free, two-day celebration 
takes place at Memorial 
Stadium, 32 Buchanan 
Place in Asheville. 
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