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This was a challenging 
article to write, but one I felt 
was necessary to share the life 
and legacy of Vivian Janet Hill, 
for she was near and dear in 
our hearts (the Grant Family-
Asheville). Some may refer to 
Janet as the wife of NFL star 
Calvin Hill, or the mother of 
NBA Hall of Fame Grant Hill, or 
Janet, as we (John and I) affec-
tionately called her. 

Janet was a legend in her 
own right. A trailblazer who 
opened doors for Black women 
to step into roles that were not available to 
them before.

Words cannot express the profound 
impact Janet had on the world during 
her 74 years of life. This article cannot 
encapsulate the magnitude and impact of 
her life, leadership, and the legacy of her 
commitment and dedication to the many 
initiatives she undertook to break down 
barriers for African American women par-
ticularly, and all women generally, to serve 
and impact change.

Vivian Janet McDonald was born in New 
Orleans, LA. She attended Wellesley College 
in Wellesley, MA and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics in 1969. 
She attended the University of Chicago 
Graduate School and the Graduate School of 
Education and, in 1972, received a Master of 
Arts Degree in Teaching Mathematics. 

Janet passed away on August 13, 2022. 
Her funeral was held at the Alfred Street 
Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia on 
August 23, 2022, Rev. Dr. Howard-John 
Wesley, Pastor. The memorial service was 
held at the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts in Washington, DC on 
Saturday, January 28, 2023. Dr. Grant and 
I attended both services. 

Leadership Roles
Janet served in numerous leadership 

roles including Board of Directors of the 
Carlyle Group, Esquire Bank, and Echo360, 
a private software company. She was Vice 
President of Hill Ventures, Inc., her son’s 
real estate investment business.  

Mrs. Hill served on four boards from 
which she retired at the time of the sale 
of the underlying companies: Sprint, Inc. 
(which was sold to Softbank); Tambrands, 
Inc. (which was sold to Proctor & Gamble); 
Security Capital Group, Inc. (which was 
sold to G.E. Capital); and Houghton Mifflin 
Company (which was sold to Vivendi 
International). 

From 1978 until 1981, Janet was the 
Special Assistant to the Secretary of the 
Army. She advised the Secretary on specific 
positions prior to policy decisions; formu-
lated programs to improve and enhance 
soldier quality of life; prepared speeches 
for public presentation and testimony for 
Congressional hearings. 

Mrs. Hill served as a liaison to the office 
of the Secretary of Defense, the White 
House, Congress, and other government 
agencies; and prepared briefing and posi-
tion papers on issues affecting soldiers, 
material readiness and operations, and 
maintenance.

Prior to her work for the Army, Mrs. 
Hill was a scientist with a private consult-
ing firm in the Washington, DC area. She 
was responsible for data analysis regarding 

ambient noise levels and ship-
ping distributions; coordina-
tion and analysis of technical 
evaluations of noise levels in 
the perfection of sonar detec-
tion systems; design of ship 
movement models under con-
tract to the US Navy. 

Mrs. Hill assisted with 
the research and editing 
of environmental regional 
assessments in the Northeast 
Pacific and Northeast Atlantic 
for various Navy intelligence 
units; and the development 

of computer programs to evaluate data on 
Soviet submarine surveillance. 

In 1998, the Hill family traveled to 
Asheville to dedicate the Elizabeth Grant 
Hill Campus of Learners, a Center for 
Technology, Health, and Entrepreneurship, 
a program of Mount Zion Community 
Development, Inc. The purpose of the center 
was to work to bridge the digital divide in 
our community, and to help under-served 
individuals, families, and communities 
enhance and enrich their lives by providing 
them with opportunities and encouraging 
them to master the computer skills neces-
sary to work and thrive in the world. 

The Elizabeth Grant Hill Campus of 
Learners was awarded the Faith-Based 
Initiative of the Year Award by the North 
Carolina Association of Community 
Development Corporation. During that 
event, Grant Hill dedicated a basketball 
camp for youth and children that was 
held at the Stephens Lee Center. The Hill 
Family were the primary contributors for 
this center.  

Until her illness and death, Janet Hill 
was a principal in Hill Family Advisors, 
where she oversaw the family’s assets and 
investments. In 2010, she retired after 30 
years as the co-owner and Vice President of 
Alexander & Associates, Incorporated, a cor-
porate consulting firm in Washington, DC. 
She provided corporate planning, advice, and 
analyses to directors, executives, and manag-
ers in the areas of human resource planning, 
corporate responsibility, corporate commu-
nications, and government consultation. 

In 2019, Janet Hill was inducted into 
the National Association of Corporate 
Directors’ Hall of Fame, and in 2020 into 
the Washington Business Hall of Fame. 

Noteworthy
It was noted during Janet Hill’s 

Memorial Service that no matter where she 
was, whether in a board meeting or serv-
ing in other leadership roles, that every-
day at 4 p.m., Janet would excuse herself 
to call home to check on Grant, asking 
details about his day, what he had learned 
at school, homework assignments, etc., A 
devoted wife, mother, family member and 
community leader. Devoted to Serve! 

In his memoir, Game: An 
Autobiography, Grant Hill wrote of his 
mother, “In a foreign world, she didn’t 
bend her self-worth for the sake of con-
formity. She made the world bend for 
her. She’d spend her lifetime often as the 
only woman of color—frequently, the only 
woman, period—in corporate conference 
rooms and board meetings. She would 
often hold the door open behind her, mak-
ing inroads for others who looked like her 
to eventually follow.”  
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January 28, 2023
John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, Washington, DC. 

Inspirational Words 
•	 Deborah Rutter, President, 

John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts

•	 Calvin Hill, husband
•	 David M. Rubenstein, Co-Founder 

and Co-Chairman, the Carlyle 
Group

•	 Alvia J. Wardlaw, Director, 
University Museum at Texas 
Southern University

•	 Alan D. Schwartz, Executive 
Chairman, Guggenheim Partners

•	 Elizabeth Alexander, President, 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

•	 Richard Brodhead, President 
Emeritus, Duke University

•	 Song: “If I Can Help Somebody,” 
Alma Androzzo

•	 Ambassador Andrew Young,  
Civil Rights Activist

•	 Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton
•	 Grant Hill
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