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The grant is part of the Safety and Justice 
Challenge, a $148 million national initiative to 
reduce over-incarceration by changing the way 
America thinks about and uses jails.

Buncombe County was first selected to join 
the Safety and Justice Challenge Network in 
2017. The selection came with an award of 
$50,000 for a project focused on more effective 
supervision of people charged with domestic vio-
lence offenses with the goals of assisting defen-
dants and working with victims to increase safety 
by adequately managing defendants in the com-
munity and reserving jail resources for those who 
pose the greatest risk.

Today, Buncombe County is one of 13 juris-
dictions selected for additional funding based on 
the promise and progress of work to date. With 
this funding, Buncombe County joins 20 other 
Challenge jurisdic-
tions across the 
country already 
receiving deep 
investment from 
the Foundation to 
implement local 
reform, in addi-
tion to 12 new 
jurisdictions join-
ing the Safety and 
Justice Challenge 
Network. 

This fund-
ing will provide 
Buncombe County 
and its partners 
with additional 
support and expert 
technical assis-
tance to imple-
ment strategies 
that address the 
main drivers of 
local incarceration 
and to improve 
practices that often 
take a toll on low-
income communi-

ties, people of color, and people with mental 
health and substance use issues.

“Buncombe County has a strong track 
record of investing in criminal justice and 
behavioral health,” said Brownie Newman, 
Chair of the Board of Buncombe County 
Commissioners. “While we have much to 
celebrate, such as a below average incarcera-
tion rate, we still have more work to do. We 
are experiencing rising numbers of women 
in jail, high numbers of people who cycle in 
and out, and concerning disparities in terms of incar-
ceration rates and lengths of stay for minority popula-
tions. Our Board of Commissioners supports continued 
efforts toward safely reducing our jail population, and 
we are proud to have the opportunity to participate in 
the Safety and Justice Challenge.” 

The Buncombe County Justice Resource Advisory 

Council (JRAC) is made up of local 
justice system leaders who come 
together for shared goal setting and 
coordination. The group is com-
prised of District and Superior Court 
Judges, Clerk of Court, Magistrate, 
District Attorney, Public and Private 
Defense, Law Enforcement, Bureau 
of Identification, Pretrial Services, 
Community Corrections, Juvenile 
Justice, Behavioral Health Managed 

Care Organization, and representatives from 
the Office of the County Manager and Board of 
Commissioners. 

“I am pleased to express my commitment to 
collaborating to explore promising strategies to 
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
criminal justice system in Buncombe County,” 
said the Honorable Alan Z. Thornburg, Senior 
Resident Superior Court Judge.

Buncombe County Wins Nearly $2M Grant 
to Reduce Jail Population

For more information 
about the work underway 
in Buncombe County, visit 

BuncombeCounty.org/JRAC. 

You may also contact the 
Justice Resource Center at 

(828) 250-6401.

www.buncombecounty.org
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The Buncombe County Justice Resource Advisory Council is made up of local justice 
system leaders who come together for shared goal setting and coordination. 

Buncombe County joins 20 other Challenge jurisdictions 
across the country already receiving deep investment from the 

Foundation to implement local reform.

The John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation 
announced a $1.75 million 
grant to Buncombe County 

Government to continue 
building on efforts to reform 

the local criminal justice 
system and safely reduce the 

county’s jail population. 
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