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“Back in March when 
many high school students 
were getting college accep-
tance letters, these teens told 
me that out of all of their 
friends, no one had applied 
for college.” 

“That was shocking to me 
and I wanted to figure out 
why,” Little explains. “After 
talking to different teenagers 
to figure out why they didn’t 
apply for college, I found that 
most of them didn’t see it as 
possible.” 

Armed with this aware-
ness, Little, with assistance 
from Sherman Williams 
of UpFront Management 
Sports, Shuvonda Harper of 
the Residents’ Council, and 
her father Calvin Little, made 
an ambitious plan to take a 
group of young people on a 
tour of college campuses. 

“This goal of the trip was 
to change the mindset from, 
‘College is not possible due 
to our socio-economic situa-
tion’ to “College is possible,’” 
Little states. “That’s what 
the trip was about, changing 
the mindset not only for the 
kids but for the parents and 
the other people that they’ll 
speak to about the trip.”

In August, Little, Harper, 
Tony Shivers, and other 
chaperones took 30 curious 
10th, 11th and 12th grad-
ers on a five-day trip dur-
ing which they visited 15 
colleges. Over half of those 
students live in one of the 
Housing Authority of the City 
of Asheville’s developments. 

“The trip was targeted 
to people who would not 
otherwise be able to have 

the opportunity to visit col-
leges,” Little said. Financial 
support for the trip was 
provided from a variety 
of sources including a 
Buncombe County Tipping 
Point Grant, and gifts from 
community members. 

Visiting colleges helped 
to tip the scales towards 
positive outcomes for these 
students. “There were kids 
that came to me during the 
trip that said, ‘You need a 
2.5 GPA to get into this col-
lege and I really like this col-
lege,’” Little shared. “That’s 
what they came back from 
the trip focused on, raising 
their GPAs so they can be 
college ready. That’s huge.” 

In addition, Little point-
ed out, “the colleges talked 
about community service, 
and how it can strengthen 
your college application. We 
are working with three non-
profits so our young people 
will be able to add that expe-
rience to their college appli-
cations.” 

Significantly, the trip 
marked the launch of 
Positive Changes’ college 
readiness program. The 
organization will connect 
young people to the resource 
grid tutors and mentors who 
can support their college 
ambitions. “This is just the 
beginning,” Little says of 
the trip. “The interest and 
excitement is there, so we 
want to keep moving for-
ward.”

“We’re trying to set them 
up for success as much as 
possible.” 

Immunizations offer your 
child a shield of protection. 
By immunizing your chil-
dren you make sure they are 
safe from diseases that can 
keep them out of school for 
an extended period of time. 
Getting immunized safe-
guards your child’s health, 
setting them up for better 
success in school. Most 
schools require children to 
be current on immunizations 
before enrolling to protect 
the health of all students. 

Today’s childhood immu-
nizations protect against 
serious and potentially life-
threatening diseases, includ-
ing polio, measles, whooping 
cough, and chickenpox. 

When children are not 
immunized, it causes a hole 
in our community’s shield of 
protection, putting them and 
others in their classrooms 
and community at increased 
risk of disease. When every-
one does their part to get 
immunized, we protect 
babies who are too young to 
be fully vaccinated and peo-

ple with weakened immune 
systems due to cancer and 
other health conditions.

Check in with your medi-
cal provider to find out if 
your child is protected. For 
example, kids who are 4 
to 6 years old are due for 
boosters of four immuniza-
tions: DTaP (diphtheria, 
tetanus, and pertussis, also 
called whooping cough), 
chickenpox, MMR (measles, 
mumps, and rubella), and 
polio. Older children, like 
pre-teens and teens, need 
Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, 
and pertussis), HPV (human 
papillomavirus), and menin-
gitis immunizations, protect-
ing them from life-threat-
ening illnesses. In addition, 
yearly flu immunizations are 
recommended for all people 
6 months of age and older. 

It is important to insure 
your child is fully protected. 
Call your medical provider 
to schedule an appointment 
to receive recommended 
immunizations. You may 
also walk-in to Buncombe 

County Health and Human 
Services Immunization Clinic 
at 53 S. French Broad St. (at 
the corner of S. French Broad 
and Hilliard St.) Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. until 
5 p.m. It is helpful if clients 
wanting immunizations are 
checked in by 4:30 pm. 

Questions? Call BCHHS 
Immunization Clinic at 
(828) 250-5096. 

Parents can find out more 
about the recommended 

immunization schedule at 
cdc.gov/vaccines/parents.

Buncombe County  
Health and Human Services
www.buncombecounty.org

“I work with a lot of teenagers,” says Dewana Little of the nonprofit Positive Changes Youth Ministries. 

Send Your Kids Back to School with a Shield of Protection: 

Positive Changes Promotes College Readiness

Get Immunized!

30 curious 10th, 11th and 12th graders visited 15 colleges in August.  Photo: Tony Shivers

Positive Changes connects young people to tutors and mentors who 
can support their college ambitions.  Photo: Tony Shivers

Positive Changes Youth Ministries is looking for tutors, mentors 
and speakers to share about their careers. If you would like 
to volunteer, email dewanalittle@positivechangesym.com or 

dewanalittle@yahoo.com or call 803-201-2284. 


