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The E.W. Pearson Collaborative 

efforts to rebuild neighborhood com-
munities and connect residents to eco-
nomic and educational opportunities. 

The E.W. Pearson Project was one of 
the seven projects awarded. It is impor-
tant to know that the formal work that 
positioned the collaboration of partner 
communities began with the Community 
Accountability Plan (CAP) convened 
in February 2016 and facilitated by 
DeWayne Barton. Participants at that 

time were Burton Street, East End, 
and the Shiloh Community Association 
(SCA). The shared visions established 
from CAP, when potential funding 
was announced for the Isaac Coleman 
Community Innovation Grants, evolved 
into the E.W. Pearson Project, which 
also includes Project Lighten Up’s new 
after school program. 

The inspiration provided by E.W. 
Pearson’s accomplishments help to 

ground this collaborative project in estab-
lished roots of success. The E.W. Pearson 
Project aims to implement a regenerative 
grassroots accountability system which 
is designed to build, maintain, and pro-
tect pillars of resiliency in systemically 
marginalized neighborhoods, creating a 
culture of sustainability that is inclusive 
and economically just. This collaborative 
effort has engaged neighborhood lead-
ers in the completion of group goals and 
objectives identified in 2016. The funding 
that was awarded is aiding in accelerating 
our combined efforts. 

There are four common group goals 
that our community group leaders iden-
tified to focus on: 
1)  Communication with City and County 
2)  Development and affordable housing 
3)  Greenspaces and maintenance of the 

neighborhood culture 
4)  Economic development and business 

development 
The E.W. Pearson Project has estab-

lished a platform of formalized collabo-
ration, including strategic development 
of overlapping group goals, while cel-
ebrating the individuality of each group. 
Implementation varies for each group 
in that these goals are based on specific 
community struggles and strengths. 

We will be providing you with updates 
of our progress throughout 2018 here in 
The Urban News. You are encouraged to 
get involved in your neighborhood and in 
our collaborative efforts. 

You may have heard that the 
Buncombe County Board of 
Commissioners approved the 
Isaac Coleman Community 
Innovation Investment Grants 
on February 21, 2017.

These grants, funded through the 
Health and Human Services budget, 
were designed to specifically target 

Based on recent data, we know that traditional efforts have not decreased disparities in health, education, and eco-
nomic opportunity. This requires us to think differently and employ different strategies. Toward that end we must oper-
ate at four levels at the same time: individual, neighborhood, institutional/agency, and policy. 

The Isaac Coleman Economic Community Investment plan calls for targeted investments at the neighborhood level. 
As a community we cannot leave their talents behind. We need every person in our community to realize their potential 
and contribute to our community. 

Seven projects were funded for a total of $635,426. This funding represents the allocated funding of $500,000 for 
the Isaac Coleman grants as well as additional money of $135,426. These additional dollars were secured from grants 
such as Mobilizing Action for Resilient Communities and behavioral health. 

The funding for these grants, through Health and Human Services, are focused on addressing trauma and building 
resiliency within communities. We are bringing all of these efforts under one umbrella so that we can build a strong 
learning collaborative, build relationships across efforts, and share learning and resources where appropriate.

The Isaac Coleman Economic Community Investment Plan
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•  The outcomes of our cross-cultural 
pollination of efforts will result in a 
united front. 

•  Our efforts will serve as a way to 
support and rebuild the connectivity of 
community. 

•  This partnership will continue to 
leverage social and historic capital to 
do great things as individuals and a 
collective. 

•  The current collective will set the 
foundation to lift the collaborative for 
generations to come.

Our Guiding Principles 

Our partners


